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The First Word 
January 2019 A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  We are people who have faith that God is on the Move! 

“Go to the people right here in the neighborhood.” --Matthew 10:6, from Eugene Peterson’s The Message   

A Neighboring Movement for 2019 and Beyond  

God Is On the Move…and So Are We!  
During 2017 and 2018, Red Wing First UMC has experimented with various forms of outreach 
(including Pop-Up summer camps, two weeks of Habitat for Humanity work-crew hosting, mission in 
Red Wing and significant advertising in the cinema, and so on).  Jane Stone and Crystal Henderson 
have played special roles in “Inreach” and “Outreach” respectively.   They have really stepped into ser-
vice for us and with us.   It helped us find our focus in 2018 and going into this new year, 2019.  This 
work led to a second grant being offered to our congregation by the Minnesota Annual Conference, to 
encourage us to reach out to more neighbors and to build up our field of contacts and developing per-
sonal relationships.  A first-year grant of over $11,000 was made in 2018 to help with our expendi-
tures, and a second grant of $8,134 is offered for 2019.  It must be approved by Church Conference ac-
tion, which will be convened on January 13 at 10:30 in the sanctuary. All members are invited to par-
ticipate.   

As a reminder:  Three interconnected clusters of ideas shape our plans, projects and goals for 2018, 2019, 
and beyond… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boosting the Signal— This means we will work on establishing our public presence in the community; 
we’ll wear our shirts and tell the story of what we are doing. 

Building the Connection—This means we will figure out the people and groups in our community who 
can connect us with our neighbor’s needs, and how we can fill the current unmet needs of Red Wing.  

Serving the Neighbor—This means that through new service opportunities, small group settings and 
intentional listening to others, we will be getting to know and serve our neighbors. 
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January Worship and Adult Forums  

Epiphany Worship Series: God Unbound  

Adult Forum Series:  Visions and Plans                                     

Our January Work of Mercy is for the Hope Coalition, caring for vulnerable women and children, as well 
as for homeless persons in Red Wing.    

 

Sunday, January 6, Epiphany of the Lord and Holy Communion       

Sermon:  Surprised by God! 

Texts:  Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12    

Preaching:  Pastor Amanda Larsen 

10:40  Adult Forum:  No Forum  

 

Sunday, January 13—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance  

And Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

Sermon Title: Tradition Behind Tradition  

Texts:   Galatians 1:1-12 

Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

10:40  Special Church Conference in Friendship Room 

Resolution to Accept Conference $8,134 Grant for Neighborly Outreach  

 Adult Forum:  Planning for to Reach Our Neighbors…Who Are They?   

 (Mission Insight Reports)  

 

Sunday, January 20—Ecumenical Sunday                                                                                                       

Sermon Title:  Opening Ourselves to God   

Texts: Galatians 1:1-12, Luke 7:1-10  

Preaching:  Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

10:40 Adult Forum:  (To be determined)  

                                                             

Sunday, January 27—4th Sunday after Epiphany                                                                  

Sermon: Authority, Discernment and Call     

Texts:  Galatians 2:1-2   

Preaching:  Pastor Amanda Larsen 

10:40 Adult Forum:  (To be determined) 
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Just One More Thing … Notes from Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

 
Queries for God’s People   

The Friends (Quakers) have a tradition of asking certain “queries” or probing questions of 
one another whenever they gather for devotions or worship meetings.  
 
As they say, “The purpose of the Queries is to direct the attention of all to the true sources 
of spiritual strength, to promote individual faithfulness to Christ in the Spirit, and to keep 

the church in a healthy condition.”  The Queries they use include items like those below: 
 

 Do you strive for the constant realization of God’s presence in your life? 

 Are you sensitive and obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit? 

 Do you love one another as becomes the followers of Christ? 

 Do you make your home a place of hospitality, friendliness, peace and Christian fellowship?   

 Do you observe simplicity and moderation in your manner of living? 
 

This is an admirable and fruitful practice.  It is echoed by other branches of the Christian faith.  John Wesley 
asks, “How does your soul prosper?”  Some years ago, Catholic Bishop Kenneth Untener made a 97-day experi-
ment with his Saginaw, Michigan Diocese.   From March 26 to July 1, he directed that all meetings held for di-
ocesan purposes would begin with the question, “How shall what we are doing here affect and involve the 
poor or our community?”  That’s a Gospel-shaped Query! 
 
An editorialist for the Saginaw newspaper commented, “That one simple question, taken deeply to heart on a 
daily basis could change our lives, and the life of our nation.”  Maybe we agree?  What other Queries might be 
given priority in our personal devotions and church meetings?  I personally would be asking over and over 
again about the situation with climate change…and “climate danger,” as we see more and more natural signs 
of emerging environmental difficulties and adaptive challenges.  How shall we share with one another when 
the goodness of the earth’s abundance is impacted by careless human habitation?    

 

 
 

 
Christmas Project  
 

Thank you church for bringing a brighter Christmas to 35 kids and nine 
families. Because of you nine families will have a Christmas Dinner and   
presents under the tree. We all have blessed these families and that was  
apparent to me on December 19 when Jane and I were greeted with smiles 
and grateful hearts for the kindness of our church. Thanks Jane Stone for 
helping me with this project and all others that were involved with getting 
things, wrapping, hauling, and any other thing!  
 
Now it’s after Christmas which means  wrap, tape, bags and boxes are 
cheap. The Christmas Project is running low on these things after this 
year and now is a good time to buy them!  God Bless You All! - Crystal 
Henderson  
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Children’s Sunday School 

In January our youngest children will be learning about healing in the Bible and 
learning together how our families can bring healing to people. This month we 
will be reading Bible stories about Jesus and how he demonstrated and offered 
God’s healing love for all people. Our children will hear and experience the stories 
of the traveling magi, the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law, the healing of Jairus’s 
daughter, and the healing of the ten men with skin diseases. 

 
These stories teach us about the saving grace of love, compassion, and gratitude. It also reminds us that 
we have a savior who healed people’s ailments and this reconciled them with their families and commu-
nities. We too are called to this work. How can your family show love, act compassionately, and express 
gratitude to each other and to your neighbors? 
 

Youth Sunday School 
In January our youth Sunday school class will study living with courage and hope in confusing times. Us-
ing videos and a discussion format, this class gives our young people a chance to “be real” and connect 
faith with daily living. 
 

 
Intergenerational Game Night 
Join us on Friday January 25 from 6-9pm for games and laughter at Caribou 
Coffee! We’ll have some board games to play, or bring your favorite to share. 
This is a great event to bring friends to. All ages are welcome! Caribou hopes to 
donate a percentage of the sales to our God is on the Move projects. 
  Upcoming dates for Intergenerational events 

 Sunday, February 22 5:45 pm How to Train Your Dragon 2 
 Sunday, March 17 serving the Sunday evening meal 
 Friday, April 5 Intergenerational Trivia night (this is going to be SO MUCH FUN!) 

 

 
1st Wednesday Potluck and Worship 
January 2, 6:00-7:30pm kick off the new year with a gathering with your church! We’ll 
share in a meal (maybe try bringing a healthy-ish dish?) followed by a worship service 
to celebrate and welcome the new year. Everyone is welcome! Please call the church 
office if you don’t drive and we’ll set up some car pools. 

 

 
Goal Setting Group (GSG) 
January 13, noon at Caribou 
Do you feel like in the New Year you want a New Plan? You are not alone. In 2018 Pastor Amanda and a 
dozen other people met in January (and some continued to meet throughout the year) to set goals for 
decluttering and other habits to change. We are starting fresh in January 2019 with a monthly meeting 
to set goals, share best ideas and seek support as we try to live into new plans for 2019. All are welcome! 
Bring a friend. 
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During the months of January and February we will be walking through the letter to the Galatians Sun-
day mornings in worship. Studying Galatians is a recommendation from our Bishop, Bruce Ough, as our 
denomination prepares to meet this February in St. Louis to prayerfully discern a “way forward” for uni-
ty and contextuality in mission throughout the world. What happens when a faith community two 
centuries ago in the Mediterranean, or a church in 2019 faces rapid culture change?  

 
January 6:  Epiphany!  The Magi take the story of Jesus’ birth out of Israel to the edge of the world and 
the missionary Paul is surprised to learn God’s love extends to Gentiles.  
When have you been surprised by God? 
 
January 13:  Galatians 1, Loving the Tradition behind the Tradition  
When have you experienced a radical change of mind about who God is and what God is up to in the world? 
 
January 20:  Galatians 1 (continued), Opening ourselves to God  
When have you personally  heard a word from God in prayer? 
 
January 27:  Galatians 2, Authority, Discernment and Call 
 What might it look like to “re-story” your life into a story of Good News? 
 
February 3:  Galatians 3, When Systems Change  
With the world changing, how will we respond to the Spirit’s call? 
 
February 10:  Galatians 4, Responding to Anxiety in the System  
Fear can make the best of us act our worst. . . how do we respond to fear? 
 
February 17:  Galatians 5, Guided by the Spirit  
What is the value of traditions? What do we need to protect as we change? 
 
February 24:  Galatians 6, Fulfilling the Law of Christ  
How can we love well, inside and outside the walls of our church? 
 
March 3:  A Letter to the Church  
How will we say yes to God? 
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Care Ministries Report  - From Jane Stone, Care Coordinator 
 

By the time you read this, Christmas will be over and 2019 will be here.  As I write this, one week before 
Christmas Eve, I’m still reflecting on the children’s Christmas pageant, “A Wise Man’s Journey to Bethle-
hem,” at Minnehaha United Methodist Church.  Minnehaha UMC tells the Christmas story from a differ-
ent viewpoint each year, and a goal is to include any baby born within the congregation during that 
year.  This past year there were 12 babies born to members of Minnehaha UMC!  All were invited to par-
ticipate in the children’s Christmas pageant; the families of 10 babies accepted the invitation.  I was cu-
rious as to how this would play out in the program, but the organizers did a fantastic job.  When the 
time arrived in the program for the Wise Men to visit Baby Jesus, the Wise Men arrived in Bethlehem 
and were amazed to find not one, but several, inns with stables.  The lead Wise Man knocked on the 
door of the first stable, and found a baby, but it wasn’t Baby Jesus.  Ditto for the second stable.  There 
was a real surprise at the third stable—twins!  Definitely not Jesus!  The Wise Men continued to knock 
on stable doors, finding babies who were not Jesus—and among them three sets of twins!  Finally, the 
Baby Jesus was found in the manger at the last stable. 
 
This led me to think about seeking Jesus, as the Wise Men did.  Scripture tells us: “Now set your mind 
and heart to seek the Lord your God” (1 Chronicles 22:19).  What better New Year’s resolution could we 
have?  Our membership vows enumerate the following:  
 

 Prayers – Have regular conversations with God.  Listen as well as talk. 
 Presence – Be present in worship, and be present for family and friends. 
 Gifts – Give to God a portion of what He gives to you, and also give to others. 
 Service – Serve God and others in a multitude of ways.  
 Witness – Share your love of God with others.   

 
Let’s keep these promises during 2019 as we support 
our church and enhance our relationships with God!  
May you find Jesus and keep him close within your 
heart!     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTE:  Many of our members 
have had surgeries during 2018.  
Our wish for them—and for all of 
our members—is for good health 
and much happiness during 2019.   

A New Year’s Prayer 
Dear Lord, please give me … 

A few friends who understand me 

and yet remain my friends. 

A work to do which has real value, 

without which the world 

would feel the poorer … 

A mind unafraid to travel, 

even though the trail be not blazed. 

An understanding heart … 

A sense of humor. 

Time for quiet, silent meditation. 

A feeling of the presence of God. 

And the patience to wait 

for the coming of these things, 

with wisdom to know them 

when they come. 

…W.R. Hunt 
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Outreach and Missions 
FOOD SHELF 

  Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF!  Please continue to support this need by 
putting a nonperishable food item--such as canned vegetables, pasta, or cereal—in the collection box in 
the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the offering plate.  Every gift is appreciated! 

 

FAMILY FARE (ECONO) RECEIPTS 

Please continue to put your Family Fare (Econo) receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer.  Receipts from 
2017, 2018, and 2019 are accepted.  In December we turned in $150,000 worth of receipts and are 
awaiting our $1,000 check.  Thank you to everyone who submitted  

 

Letters, Notes and Appreciation 
 

Greetings! 

Enclosed is a check for $200 which we are giving as a Memorial to the Music Fund of First Church in 
memory of our daughter, Amy Wordelman, who died on Oct. 24 of leukemia.  Music has always been an 
important part of life and worship to our family, and we have experienced much joy and inspiration as 
we have participated in the music programs of the churches we have served. 

We trust you had a joyous celebration of the 165th Anniversary of the Red Wing First United Methodist 
Church, and pray that as a church you might experience many blessings in the years ahead! 

Dale and Lorrine Wordelman 
1855 Tiffany Cove SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We would like to sincerely thank the First United Methodist leadership and congregation for your gen-
erous support in 2018 of the United Methodist Church in Mondema, Sierra Leone and the non-profit we 
volunteer with – Sierra Leone Foundation for New Democracy.  We are truly grateful and the benefits 
are enormous – many lives have been positively impacted.  Thank you so much and God Bless! 

Bruce and Brenda Blair 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thanks to everyone who helped with and/or purchased goods at the 2018 Cookie Walk. Our profit was 
more than $1200.  Funds raised will go to church needs and local and global missions.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

You are invited to a 90th Birthday Open House for Yvonne Thimijan.  It will be on Saturday, January 
26 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at the Downtown Plaza in the 9th floor dining room.  Her children are hosting 
and hope you will all join them! 
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Women’s Ministry 

All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings.  Unless otherwise not-
ed, the meetings are in the Friendship Room at the church. The schedule for January is as 
follows: 

 Mission Team—Wednesday, January 2, 2 pm (kitchen cleaning @ 1pm) 

 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, January 8, 1 p.m. in the Friendship Room 

 Eve Circle—Monday, January 14, 9:30 a.m. in the Friendship Room 

 Mission Team (if needed)—Wednesday, January 23, 2 p.m. in the Friendship Room 

Get more information about UMW from local president Jane Baker (388-9127, janekbaker@yahoo.com) or online 
at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

 
The Funeral Committee for January is:  Jane Baker, Melinda Brueschke, Melissa Brueschke, Patti DeLeon, Kay 
Kuhlmann, Lois Marschall, Jeanette Stroupe, Arlie Thies, and Darlene Warwick. 
 

 

 

MANY SCARVES NEEDED 
 

In 2020 the Dakota’s and Minnesota Conferences of the United Methodist Church will 
host the General Conference of the UMC.  The worldwide gathering will be held in Min-
neapolis.  The host committee would like to present a handmade scarf to each partici-
pant.  There will be 862 delegates. 
  

Titled the Lydia Project in honor of Lydia of Thyatira a seller of purple cloth.  Read her 
story in Acts 16: 13-15. 

  

Scarf requirements: 
 Color:  Purple- think Vikings or Prince (no lavender or variegated yarn) 
 Dimensions:  6-7 inches wide and 60 inches long minus fringe 
 Yarn:  acrylic 
 Pattern:  your choice 

  

If you are willing to make one or more scarves, please contact Mardell Bartlett at 258- 4434.  If you are not a knit-
ter or crocheter and would like to be part of this project, please pick up a gift card or donate money for those will-
ing to make these scarves.  Money or gift cards may be given to Mardell, Erin, or Rosemary.  As you are making 
your scarf, please be in prayer for the delegates of this conference.  Please attach your name to the finished scarf 
with a piece of yarn used for the project.  Finished scarves may be given to Mardell or to Cindy in the office. 
  

Thanks for your help.  ~ Mardell Bartlett 

Our church has two groups that respond to prayer requests. The prayer chain is a 
group of “pray-ers” who receive requests by telephone or email and pray daily for at least 
two weeks for the concern; the Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to 
share concerns and lift them up in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yel-
low prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the pastors, church of-
fice (388-3262), or Jane Stone (651-214-6470). All concerns are kept confidential unless 
permission is given to put them in the bulletin or on the Prayer Board.   

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Wednesdays, January 9 and 23, at 11 am, in 
the Friendship Room. The Prayer and Care Ministry Team organizes extended communion 
quarterly.  If you would like to receive communion in your home in March, or know of some-
one who would like to, please contact a pastor or the church office by February 27. 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in their 
efforts to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out 
these news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United Methodist 
churches in the state. 
 
 Spiritual growth resource: How are you growing in your faith outside of worship each week? “Vine and 

Branches: Digging Deeper” is a great resource for individuals, small groups, or committees, and congrega-
tions to do just that. Each month of the latest (Dec.-Feb.) booklet is focused on a different theme and scrip-
ture and offers a variety of spiritual practices, exercises, and discussion questions to help you discover joy 
and live deeply in connection to Jesus. Check it out: https://tinyurl.com/vine-branches-winter 

 The ELI Project wants you: In 2019, for the fifth consecutive summer, up to 12 college students will be 
selected to participate in a hands-on learning experience at a host church through the Minnesota Confer-
ence’s Exploring Leadership Internship (ELI) Project, for those exploring a call to vocational ministry. This 
is a great opportunity for young adults to try out ministry, and for churches to mentor the next generation 
of leaders and deepen a culture of call. Applications for 2019 interns and host churches are due March 1. 
Learn more and apply: www.eliprojectmn.com.  

 Evangelism as listening, learning: The first conversion Jesus made was not someone to him, but him to 
us. “So what would it look like if we understood the evangelistic task as seeking to be converted rather than 
seeking to convert?” asked Rev. Fred Vanderwerf, superintendent of the Minnesota Conference’s Southern 
Prairie District. What does this look like? Engaging people as a learner, understanding “sharing faith” as 
truly sharing, and trusting that people already have a faith system to help them understand the world. “Our 
evangelistic task begins not so much in teaching our faith system, but seeking to genuinely understand an-
other’s,” said Vanderwerf. “The evangelistic task is about discovering how God’s grace is already at work in 
others and helping them do some self-discovery while we listen in deeply.” 

 
BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST 
 
 Wesley Foundation in Mankato gives students space to practice faith: In October 2017, Hilltop UMC in 

Mankato launched the Wesley Foundation (a campus ministry) at Minnesota State University, Mankato, to 
form a supportive faith community for college students. It has made meaningful connections with more 
than 65 students in its first year. Each Sunday evening, it brings together 20 to 25 students for dinner and 
fellowship, and each month it hosts a student-led worship service. One student says the Wesley Foundation 
has given her a purpose and a chance to live out her faith, and another reported that the worship services 
have become “a means of grace in my life.” Thanks be to God! 

 Youth explore purpose, call at ‘The Event’: On Nov. 2-4, 333 fifth- through ninth-grade youth (and chap-
erones) from 33 Minnesota United Methodist churches gathered for 36 hours of fellowship and fun at “The 
Event” at Cragun’s Resort in Brainerd while exploring the unique call God has placed on their lives. The 
theme of this year’s gathering was “You are not a rubber chicken.” (Unlike a rubber chicken, you were cre-
ated on purpose for a purpose as a child of God!) Students were asked: How is God shifting my perspec-
tives? What passions has God given me? What possibilities should I be noticing? And what will I pursue? 
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    God is on the Move - and So Are We! 

A Hearing Friendly Church - Try Our Looping 

Non-Profit Org. 

--------------------------- 

U. S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Red Wing, MN 

Permit No. 249 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Pastor Amanda Larsen 

Email:  pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com  
Cell:  507-884-9835 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Care Coordinator 
Jane Stone 

janestone1125@msn.com  
 

Outreach Coordinator 
Crystal Henderson 

rwfumcyouth@gmail.com  
Cell:  651-212-3963 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

Sunday Worship               9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship                     10:30 a.m. 
Sunday school (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
Adult Forums   (Sept - May) 10:40 a.m. 
 

 

 

Community Meals in January 

Sundays January 13, 20, and 27 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 

mailto:redwingrev@gmail.com
mailto:pastoramandalarsen@gmail.com
mailto:methodistadmin@msn.com
mailto:snkcory@gmail.com
mailto:janestone1125@msn.com
mailto:rwfumcyouth@gmail.com
mailto:redwingmethodist@msn.com

